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Kingdom Growth Throughour The Years

1826

In July of 1856 in a meeting at the Maury County
Courthouse, the Baptist Church of Columbia (later
called First Baptist Church) was organized by J.R.
Graves, Elijah Hanks and EVWV. Benson. There
were 13 charter members.

1888

A brick building was complefed on property that
had been purchased in 1871 on the comner of
8th and High Streets. Funds to purchase the prop-
erty were raised by a circular letter sent out by the
women of the church requesting a $1 donation to
aid in the undertaking. An educational building
was added in 1936.

1948

The original sanctuary was demolished and a
new auditorium was built at a cost of $141,572.
The new building was dedicated the following

year. A second educational wing was added to
this facility in 1960.

1988

General Motor's decision to build the Saturn plant
in nearby Spring Hill triggered rapid population
growth in Maury County. The church recognized
the need to expand its facilities to reach this
growing population. After efforts failed to acquire
additional property adjacent to the church, a 32-
acre plot was purchased at the corner of Pulaski
Highway and Sheegog lane.

1997

A "Vision 21" team was organized for the
purpose of seeking God's guidance, gathering
information and presenting recommendations
conceming church properties and facilities as
we moved foward the 21st century. Upon the
recommendation of the team, the church voted
fo relocate to the Pulaski Highway property and
construct a new facility.

2001

On February 4, 2001 the church “crossed over”
fo the new facilities with a processional of cars
from the South High Street location fo the new
fadilities on Pulaski Highway. The church experi-
enced an immediate growth in attendance with
an increase of nearly 30% during the first year af
the new location.

2007

With the explosion in attendance, additional
space was needed. Funds raised in the Now —
By Faith! campaign completely paid for this new
addition, which included Faith Hall, an expanded
Student Ministry Center and dedicated space for
KIDS Town and Kindergarten Sunday School. An
additional 10% of the funds raised were used

fo reduce the church’s long term debt.

Today
150 years affer our church began, God
continues to move, providing us opportunities o
reach people like never before. Maury County
includes one of the fastest growing communities
in the nation in Spring Hill. Much of this growth
is already spilling over to Columbia with many
new homes planned within close proximity of our
location. Most of the growth we are seeing is
young families, many of them unchurched or
chronically dechurched. We are also commit-
ting fo reach out to those in our community
who are in need. We have an opportunity
as a church fo join with our current partner
ministries, future partner ministries and our
developing ministries in reaching those
whom Christ spoke of in Matthew 25—the
least, the last, and the lost. The Kingdom
Initiative is our opportunity fo look
beyond what God has done in
the past and present and to look
forward to the opportunities He is
providing us for the future. To do
this we must challenge our present
members to claim the future for the
Kingdom of God by doing whatever
we must fo raise funds and reduce
debt, freeing up operating dollars
fo be used in more sirategic ways
and fo build adequate facilities to
reach the families God is placing at
our doorstep.




Kingdom Vision for the Future

CGod has called the First Family to make fully
devoted Christ followers. VWe do this by leading
every member fo worship, connect, serve and
pray. To fulfill this call, we must make sure that our
"house is in order” and that we have the facilities
and minisfries in place that will enable people to
accomplish all four of these goals. The Kingdom
Initiative is a three year process to do just that.

Worship

In order to worship at a time when the un-
churched and chronically dechurched can and
will attend, we must provide adequate childcare.
With all of our children and preschool facilities
bursfing at the seams, each week has become
quite an adventure. If we are going to make fully
devoted Christ followers of young families, we
must have space to minisfer to their children.

ConNect

Each of our age group minisfries, including the
children’s ministry, is committed to this model.
Additional space is needed for our children to
be able to make meaningful connections. As

more adults connect in small groups, our existing
facilities are more taxed. A bottleneck at any one
place, either in facility or leadership, will slow
our momenfum.

ServE

God has called us to serve Him inside the church
in ministry and outside the church on mission. The
Kingdom Initiative will free up badly needed
funds, enabling us to partner more effectively
with existing local ministries and to develop much
needed new ministries so that we may touch the
ones Jesus described in Matthew 25.

Pray

The Kingdom Initiative is not just another “cam-
paign.” It is a clarion call fo pray for God to do
something God-sized. VWe are entering a three
year process of praying that God's Kingdom will
come and His will shall be accomplished in the
Southern Middle Tennessee region.

connect

worship

pray

The First Family exists as a church to connect people with God through
authentic worship; to connect people to each other for encouragement

serve

and accountability; and to connect people with opportunities to serve,
either inside the church in ministry or outside the church on mission.
We are committed to undergird all of this with prayer.

The Goal

The Kingdom Initiative is a strategy o expand the
Kingdom of God in Maury County and beyond
by investing in local ministry through:

expansion of our facilities

existing ministry parinerships

new ministry opportunities.

The Kingdom Initiative emphasis will call our
church to raise funds to reduce our debt and

DebT Service

$380,000

2007 Church Budger
Before Kingdom IniTiaTive

The following pages will detail how Kingdom Initiative dollars will be used.

Debt Service
$121,000

become more involved in ministry. The first 10% of
Kingdom Initiative funds will go to local ministries.
Our Goal of $3,000,000 raised over three years

will provide:

an additional $100,000 per year fo local

ministries in the first three years

$1.5 million for construction of a children’s wing

a reduction of our debt to $930,000 and debt
service to $121,000 annually.

New Ministry Dollars

$259,000

20T11 Church Budger
Afrer Kingdom INiTiaTive




Expansion of Facilities

Part of the goal of the Kingdom Initiative is to
expand our facilities in order to reach the large
number of new families moving into our area.
Currently, our most critical need is for children’s
space. $1.5 million of Kingdom Initiative funds
will be used for the design and construction of a
new children’s wing that will feature:

At least 10,000 square feet of new space

Classroom space for grades K=5

Children's worship/large group activity areas

NEW
CHILDREN’S WING
APDROY, 10,000 50, fr,

Common registration area for Preschoolers

and Children

State-ofthe-art security

Covered drop-off entrance (drive-thru) for
inclement weather

Bright, colorful, age-appropriate décor.




Ministry PArRTNERSHips ANd OppORTUNiTiES

Over and over in the Scriptures, God told His
people to bring the first fruits of their harvest as
an offering fo Him. The principle behind that
challenge was always trust. God is teaching us
that if we trust Him with the first fruits, we can
depend on Him fo use the rest to meet our needs.
It is tempting to think we should take care of our
needs first and then, after we build a children’s
building and reduce our debt, sfart giving. How-
ever, God has clearly called us to sfep up and
frust Him fo meet our needs. Thus, our leadership
is recommending that we take the first ten percent,
or a fithe, of the Kingdom Initiative and invest it

in local ministries. (Ve have already moved this
year to get all of our exisfing local partnerships in
the church budget.)

The first fruits of the Kingdom Initiative will be
primarily used in the following three ways:

Gradually increase the monthly commitment
fo our existing local ministry partners. (These
pariners are subject fo change as the lead
Pastors, Global Missions Ministry Team, and
Steering Team make recommendations and
evaluations. We may add others and some of
the existing ones may drop off as our calling,
their purpose, or their needs change.)

Assist our church plant, Cornerstone Church, in
their effort fo build on the land we helped them
purchase last year on Bear Creek Pike.

Develop local ministries as needed through our
small groups and as God raises up people
with vision from within our congregation. Our
goal is to one day have a person in our office
who is giving 100% of their fime to knowing
the giffedness and calling of our people and
the needs of our community and mafching
them up.

All of these will continue beyond the three years
of the Kingdom Initiative as we free our budget
dollars after 2010 to do what the first fruits of the
Kingdom Initiative have done up until then.
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The Kingdom Opportunity

...the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.

We believe it is a privilege to be a part of the
advancement of God's kingdom af First Bapfist
Church Columbia. Now we have the opportunity
fo prepare fogether for the future God has set
before us. The Kingdom Initiative will not only
continue fo bless us and our families, but will bless
our community and future generations as well.

For the next 36 months, we will each need to
make a special commitment, in addition fo our
regular giving. This is our opportunity to advance
the Kingdom of God and leave a legacy for
future generations.

Ask God what He would have you give to
make this vision a reality.

Trust God to provide what He impresses upon
you to give.

The Scriptures do not teach equal giving but
equal sacrifice fo accomplish God's work.
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—Matthew 11:12

THREE WAYS TO GIVE

1. Give A cash gifr. Ask God for creative ways

fo increase your gift. You might consider cash
from savings, tax refunds, garage sales, or an
extra partime job. Also consider reducing your
expenses or deferring a major purchase as a
sacrifice fo God. Refer to the Kingdom Inifiafive
website af www.thefirstfamily.org for additional
creative ways to give. Involve your entire family
in giving a specific amount.

2. Make A 36-wonth Faith Commitment. The Bible
teaches that spiritual maturity includes devel-
oping the habit of regular giving. Giving our
tithes, the first portion of our income, shows
that God really has the first place in our lives.
Giving above our tithes and offerings shows a
faith in God's provision. You can give far more
than you thought possible when it's spread out
over fime. See the chart entitled, "My Potential
Giving Schedule” on the next page.

3. Give stocks, securities or othHer NON-cash AssEeTs.

Simply contact the church office for information
on giving gifts other than cash. Our church will
graciously handle these on an individual basis.

Commitment Celebration!

Sunday, November 11, 2007
9:00 a.m. Brunch
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

We will celebrate the Kingdom Initiative journey
by bringing our faith commitment cards, included
in this brochure, indicating our one time giff, our
36-month faith commitment and/or other gifts.

Whar Should | Do?

PRAY

Sacrificial giving moves us outside of our comfort
zone and stretches our faith as we take steps to
give beyond our normal fithes and offerings. Let
the amount of your gift be a matter of prayer
each day as you seek to find what God wants
you o give.

For | testify that they gave as much as they were
able, and even beyond their ability...but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God's will.

—2 Corinthians 8:3-5

PREPARE

Individuals and families should take time fo discuss
this matter and seek God's guidance. It is a per-
fect time for the entire family to be involved in the
decision you make.

These commandments that | give you today are
to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up.

—Deuteronomy 6:6-7

My Potential Giving Schedule

WEEKLY MONTHLY
$1,000 $4,333 $52,000

500 2,167 26,000

200 867 10,400
100 433 5,200
50 217 2,600
30 130 1,560
25 109 1,300
20 88 1,040
10 44 520

ANNUALLY 3 YEAR TOTAL

PARTICIPATE

Once you pray and faithfully seek God's guid-
ance, then express that faith on a commitment
card. The challenge that God has placed before
us will only become reality through the sacrificial
commitment of us all.

Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

—2 Corinthians 9.7

The chart at the left will
help you to understand

-
-

$156,000 what a three year faith
commitment looks like.
78,000 For example, if you give
$25 per week for the
31,200 next three years and
15.600 multiply that amount
. by 52 weeks for each
7,800 year you will have given
a tofal of $3.200 for the
4,680 three year span!
3,900
3,120
1,560




Frequently Asked Questions

Whar is The overall purpose of the

Kingdom Initiative?

The purpose of the Kingdom Inifiative is fo spend
the next three years reducing debt so we can
expand local ministries, develop new ministries,
and add facilities fo reach the large number of
new families moving info our area. It is expected
that af the end of the three years, we will have
significantly reduced our monthly debt service
and significantly expanded our investment of
people and money info the kinds of ministries
Jesus encouraged in Matthew 25.

WHaT is our cURRENT indebredness?

The only indebtedness our church now has is the
mortgage on our building. VWe are in the 5th year
of a 15-year mortgage, and the remaining bal-
ance on our loan is approximately $2.75 million.
The final payment on our current mortgage is due

on December 1, 2017,

Does his faciliry expansion complere

OUR MASTER plan?

Our "Master Plan” is an everevolving plan to use
our property and buildings in the most effective
way possible fo reach our region for Christ. Thus,
it truly will never be complete until the Lord retums.
We anticipate that as the needs of our region
change, the Master Plan will change with it.

WHhen will construction starT on THe
new children’s wing and how long

will it 1ake 10 complere?

Shortly affer the Commitment Celebration,
the church will name a Project Development
Team to oversee the process of selecting a

2790 Pulqs
Colump;j

) Fax
info@thefir

builder, designing a building, and completing the
construction. Our hope s to begin construction
sometime before the end of 2008 with comple-
fion the following year.

How is my Kingdom Iniriative faith

commitment different from my Tithe?
Your fithe represents 10% of the financial bless-
ings the Lord gives you on a regular basis. The
First Family uses your tithe for our general fund
operations, which would include the day-to-day
administration of programs, outreach efforts and
staff. The Kingdom Initiative is a special offering,
based on your commitment, that is above

and beyond the tithe.

When and how will commitments & gifrs

be received for The Kingdom Initiative?
Kingdom Initiative faith commitment cards are
included in this document and will be available at
Information Central throughout the weeks leading
up fo our Commitment Celebration on Sunday,
November 11. Members will be encouraged to
prayerfully consider a financial commitment for the
next three years and then bring their commitment
cards to the Commitment Celebration. Thereafter,
a special Kingdom Initiative line ifem will be
placed on the regular offering envelopes that will
be distributed at the first of the year. You may
give weekly, monthly, quarterly, annually or in a
lump sum. You may also give stocks, securities or
other non-cash assets.
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